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The Crime of Genocide and its Punishment in International Law
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Summary:

Genocide is one of the most serious international crimes affecting all of
humanity. The calamities that made humanity blush during World War Il afflicted the
peoples of Eastern Europe at the hands of Nazi Germany, the most prominent of which
was the persecution and displacement suffered by the Jews of Europe, which made the
world stand in solidarity with the victims of this holocaust. There were the Nuremberg
and Tokyo trials to punish the German and Japanese war criminals who committed
massacres against the peoples of Asia. Then came the United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of Genocide in 1948 and then the Rome Statute in 1998,

which constituted a comprehensive legislation to prevent and punish genocide.

Time did not take long to turn and the Jewish groups came to occupy the land of
Palestine and uproot its people from it by force. The world witnessed long chapters of
abuse, killing and displacement carried out by the Zionist gangs and then the Israeli
army against the sons of the Palestinian people since 1948 AD. The last of these was in
Gaza, whose bloody events have been taking place since October 7, 2023 AD until the
writing of these lines. Then Israel renounced its international obligations under the
1948 Genocide Convention, which it signed and ratified, and did to the Palestinian
people many times what it was subjected to at the hands of Nazi Germany, in full view
of the world that witnessed with sound and image the genocide committed by Israel in
Gaza, which has so far left more than forty thousand martyrs and more than one
hundred thousand wounded and the complete destruction of civilian objects that are
indispensable for the survival of the population, and even starvation, siege, prevention
of aid and bombing it if it enters. If there is a light at the end of the tunnel to stop this
war and punish Israeli war criminals for their crimes, it is the lawsuit filed by South
Africa against Israel in the International Court of Justice, as well as the move by the
Prosecutor General of the International Criminal Court and his request to the Pre-
Trial Chamber of the Court to issue arrest warrants for the Israeli Prime Minister and
his Minister of Defense. However, the biggest challenge facing the Arab and Islamic
countries and the free people of the world who support the Palestinian cause is to
overcome the American veto and pressure the United States of America to lift its

protection of Israel so that international justice can be achieved.

Keywords: Genocide, International Criminal Court, International Court of
Justice, Special Criminal Intent, International Element, Rome Statute 1998. Genocide

Convention 1948.
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(2)William A. Schabes, Genocide in international law: The crime of crimes, 2nd

ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), accessed on 24/1/2024,
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— https://www.un.org/ar/preventgenocide/rwanda
— https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas

— https://news.un.org/ar/story/2024/08

— https://news.un.org/ar/story/2024/2

— https://bit.ly/30in8sx

— https://www.ajnet.me/news/2024/5/6

— https://www.alhag.org/ar/advocacy/20978.htm
— https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement

— https://www.mezan.org/ar/post/46504
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMIR
eportl2Aug2016_ar.pdf

— https://www.youm?7.com/story/2024/3/13
— https://news.un.org/ar/story .

— https://www.icc-
cpi.int/CaselnformationSheets/AlBashirAra.pdf
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