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Summary:

In light of the profound transformations taking place in the international
system, sports are no longer merely a physical activity or a tool for
entertainment and cultural exchange. Instead, they have evolved into a
diplomatic instrument used in managing international relations, influencing
public policy, and even shifting the global balance of power. Within this
context, the present study—entitled “Sports Diplomacy in International Law:
Between Promoting International Relations and Protecting National
Sovereignty”—seeks to offer an in-depth analytical perspective on the position
of sports diplomacy within the framework of international law and the growing
legal and political challenges it poses.

The study aims to explore both the theoretical and practical dimensions of
sports diplomacy and to assess the compatibility of international sports
institutions’ practices with key principles of international law—especially
national sovereignty, state equality, and the right to national representation. It
further investigates the influential roles played by institutions such as the
International Olympic Committee and continental federations, which act as
powerful non-governmental actors that sometimes extend beyond national
authority.

Adopting an analytical legal-political methodology, the study examines
legal texts and international sports charters, supported by real-life examples
including the suspension of Kuwaiti athletes from national representation, the
legal dispute involving South African runner Caster Semenya, and the
controversy surrounding Russia’s exclusion from the Olympics. These cases
illustrate the growing intersection between international sports law and public
international law, while also exposing the limited scope of legal oversight over
global sports bodies.

The study concludes with several key findings, notably the expanding
authority of international sports institutions at the expense of state sovereignty,
the absence of binding legal frameworks governing the relationship between
states and these bodies, and the limited effectiveness of international judicial
mechanisms in addressing sovereignty-related disputes. Accordingly, the study
offers a set of recommendations aimed at enhancing legal oversight, developing
regulatory frameworks for sports diplomacy, and ensuring a fair balance
between institutional autonomy and respect for state sovereignty and the rights
of peoples.

Keywords: Sports diplomacy, international law, national sovereignty,
sports institutions, international relations.
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Diplomacy.” The National Museum of American Diplomacy, 2023.
https://diplomacy.state.gov/discover-diplomacy/topic/cultural-
educational-. and-sports-diplomacy/
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1 : Spivey, Nigel. The Ancient Olympic Games. Oxford University Press,
2004.

2 : Stambaugh, John E. The Ancient Roman City. Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1988.
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1: Crouch, David. Tournament. Hambledon Continuum, 2005.

2 : Brigden, Susan. New Worlds, Lost Worlds: The Rule of the Tudors,
1485-1603. Penguin Books, 2000.

3 : Keen, Maurice. Chivalry. Yale University Press, 1984.

4 : Boulton, D’Arcy Jonathan Dacre. The Knights of the Crown: The
Monarchical Orders of Knighthood in Later Medieval Europe, 1325—
1520. Boydell Press, 1987.
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1 : Ferraro, Christopher. ""The Bulldog, the Pharaoh, and the Football:
British Imperialism and Egypt's National Sport and Identity, 1882—
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1934." In Sports in African History, Politics, and Identity Formation,
edited by Michael J. Gennaro and Saheed Aderinto, 239-258. New
York: Routledge, 2019.
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"Pierre, Baron de Coubertin." Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June

16, 2025. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pierre-baron-de-
Coubertin
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1: Coffey, Wayne. The Boys of Winter: The Untold Story of a Coach, a
Dream, and the 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey Team. New York: Crown
Publishers, 2005.

2: Guttmann, Allen. The Olympics: A History of the Modern Games.
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002.

3 : Rider, Toby C. Cold War Games: Propaganda, the Olympics, and
U.S. Foreign Policy. University of Illinois Press, 2016.
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2: Xu, Guogi. Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008. Harvard
University Press, 2008.
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1:: Rider, Toby C. Cold War Games: Propaganda, the Olympics, and
U.S. Foreign Policy. University of Illinois Press, 2016.

2: Archetti, Eduardo P. ""Argentina 1978: Military Nationalism, Football
Essentialism, and Moral Ambivalence.” In Armstrong, Gary &
Giulianotti, Richard (Eds.), Football Cultures and Identities Palgrave
Macmillan, 1999.

3: Booth, Douglas. The Race Game: Sport and Politics in South Africa.
Routledge, 1998
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2: Ward, Alex. "Olympics: North and South Korea march under one
flag in opening ceremony."  Vox, February9, 2018.
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1: United Nations Security Council. Resolution 2419. New York: United
Nations, 2018. Retrieved from https://undocs.org/S/RES/2419(2018)
Lol Leaiil) Jaf o Al :A/RES/73/24 Al cbasial) adld Aaladl dmand) @ ¥
.hgb‘;‘ﬁcm YaVA ‘PM‘J
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/24
Lpainl) JISE (e M8G5 Aggeall FPVE IAN astal) adl dalal) daand) :¥
shaly Ao zlacYAVe (o gpainll juailly
- https://undocs.org/A/RES/3379(1975)
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1: Pappe, llan. "UN Resolution 3379: Zionism Is Racism Revisited."”
Journal of Palestine Studies 33, no. 2 (2004): 52-69.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/jps.2004.33.2.52

:2 : Pappe, I. (2004). UN Resolution 3379: Zionism is Racism Revisited.

Journal of Palestine Studies, 33(2), 52-69. Retrieved from:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/jps.2004.33.2.52
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1:Nafziger, James A. R. ""Customary Norms in Sports Diplomacy." In
International Sports Law, 2nd ed., 45-60. The Hague: Kluwer Law
International, 2021. https://Irus.wolterskluwer.com

: Boykoff, J., Sporting dissent: The Olympics and the political power of
protest. In J. Coakley & E. Pike (Eds.), Routledge Handbook of
Sport and Politics (pp. 145-157), (2017).
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Sport-and-
Politics/Brannagan- Gorse/p/book/9781138819990

3. McGreal, Chris. Apartheid: The Rise and Fall of South Africa's
Apartheid System. Guardian Books, 2012. Available at:
https://guardianbookshop.com/apartheid-the-rise-and-fall-of-south-
africa-s-apartheid- system-9780852652680.html

: Hulme Jr., Derick L, The Political Olympics: Moscow, Afghanistan,
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and the 1980 U.S. Boycott, Praeger. 1990
https://www.amazon.com/Political-Olympics-Moscow-Afghanistan-
Boycott/dp/0275934667
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(= Bagaal) Jegil) 1A dgal) cilibally ddalyylly elfialgaguad) 1 malal) (Agad) palgall
sy el — ol Arala pme Ggladly ¢ mpad) hlRagad) SSiall Cduallad) Aibpad)
o Tl LYYy g Yoo v i (Adagl (g mAl cliall el Sl bl
Xove /¥ /A A https://democraticac.de/?p=86735 kil

2: Ryan Gauthier, ""The Role of International Law in the Governance of
the Olympic Movement",International Sports Law Journal 20, no. 1—
2 (2020): 3-21, https://doi.org/10.1007/s40318-020-00173-9.
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1: Steven Weatherill, ""The Impact of the EU on the Governance of
International Sport,” International Sports Law Journal, Vol. 18, No.
3-4 (2019), pp. 87-105. DOI: 10.1007/s40318-019-00161-8.

2: Nafziger, James A.R, International Sports Law, 3rd ed. Leiden: Brill
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Nijhoff, 2020. Chapter 7: "'Sports Sanctions and International Law,
pp. 145-160, with specific analysis of South Africa’s apartheid-era"
exclusion (pp. 150-154) and Russia’s suspension from international
competitions (pp. 202-215).
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1: Chappelet, J. L, The International Olympic Committee and the
Olympic System: The Governance of World Sport,Routledge, (2010).

2: Dubal, S, The neoliberalization of FIFA. Soccer & Society, 11(6), 841-
853. https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2010.510733
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2: Agence France-Presse, "FIFA Threatens Spair{ with Ban Over

Government Interference in Football Federation,” AFP News,

August 25, 2023, https://www.afp.com/en/news/826/fifa-threatens-
spain-ban-over-government-interference-football-federation.
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1: Centre on Constitutional Change. Sovereignty and Non-State
Territories in International Football. 2021. Retrieved from
https://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/sovereignty-and-
non-state-territories-in-international-football

2: 2lbid.

3:3 Ibid.
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1:Gardiner, Simon, and John Parry. "International Eligibility Rules.” In
Sports Law, edited by Simon Gardineret al., Routledge, 2017.
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2:Llopis-Goig, Ramon. ""National Identity Transfers in Football: The
Case of Diego Costa.” In Identity andNation in African Football:
Fans, Community and Clubs, edited by Chuka Onwumechili and
GerardAkindes, 325-328. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.

3: Paul Darby, ""Football, Migration, and National Identity: The Case of
Adam EI-Abd and Egypt, International Review for the Sociology of
Sport 54, no. 5 (2019): 529-531,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1012690217748886.
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: B Jradll) (e dy3all L LLEGY o3 Jia A Adaal) Al o 5 gk Adgal)
CAS, Award in the case of Matuzalem v. FIFA (2008), CAS 2008/A/1519
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Swiss Federal Tribunal, Judgment 4A_260/2019 (2020), 85.3.
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Geeraert, A. "Neutrality of the Olympic Movement against recent

developments in sport and geopolitics — need of reconceptualisation™.

The International Sports Law Journal. . (2022). Retrieved from:
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40318-022-00226-w
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CAS, Award in the case of Russian Football Uhion v. FIFA (2022), CAS

2022/A/8708, §15.
2: Nafziger, J.A.R., International Sports Law (Brill, 2022), p. 145.
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1: Garcia, B. "The Governance of World Football: FIFA's Political
Power and Accountability”. International Journal of Sport Policy
and Politics, 14(3), (2022), pp. 425-438. Retrieved from:
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2022.2049286
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1: Houlihan, B., Sport and Globalization: The Role of International
Sporting Organizations , in: Handbook of, Sport and International
Relations (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2019), pp. 48-51.

2: Jean-Loup Chappelet, The International Olympic Committee and the
Olympic System: The Governance of World Sport, Routledge, 2018,
pp. 45-47. https://www.routledge.com/The-International-Olympic-
Committee-and-the-Olympic-System-The-Governance-of-World-
Sport/Chappelet/p/book/9780415431682
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1: Ibid., pp. 45-46.

2: Arnout Geeraert, "The Governance Network of European Football:
Introducing New GovernanceApproaches to Steer Football at the EU
Level”, International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics, 7(1) (2015)
pp. 113-115 Retrieved from:
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2022.2067351
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1: Chappelet, op. cit., pp. 30-34.

2: Chappelet, op. cit., pp. 25-29.

3. : Arnout Geeraert, op. cit., pp. 25-29.

4: Nafziger, J.A.R., “International Sports Law: A Replay of
Characteristics and Trends,” American Journal of International
Law, 86(3) (1992), pp. 489-518. https://www.jstor.org/stable/2203964.
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1:Gardiner, S., O’Leary, J., Welch, R., Boyes, S. & Naidoo, U., ""Sports
Law", 4th ed, Abingdon: Routledge (2012), pp.45-60. Retrieved
from: https://www.routledge.com/Sports-Law/Gardiner-OLeary-
Welch-Boyes-Naidoo/p/book/9780415481737.

2: Kalantarli, N.M., Abiyev, T.G. & Ismayilova, E.A., "Main
Characteristics of the Legal Regulations of International Sports
Federations', Scientific News of Academy of Physical Education and
Sport, 6(2) (2024), pp. 45-60. Retrieved from:
https://www.sportsciencejournal.org/index.php/ssj/article/view/775.

3. Asadullin, R., "International Sports Federations and Their Place in
the System of Subjects of Law', EconomicProblems and Legal
Practice, 2022. Retrieved from: https://journals.eco-vector.com/2541-
8025/article/view/633430/en_US .
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1: Grix, J., & Houlihan, B., Sport Politics: An Introduction, 3rd ed.,
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, pp. 88-95
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137371188

2: llaria Rossi, Legal Status of Non-Governmental Organizations in
International Law, Intersentia, 2010, pp. 35-46.

3: Nicolien van Luijk, "The International Olympic Committee: A United
Nations Permanent Observer of Post- Politics?"", International Area
Studies Review, 21(2), 2018, pp. 134-149. Retrieved from:
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2233865918761110
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International Olympic Committee, Olympic Charter, in force as of 23
July 2024, available at: https://olympics.com/ioc/olympic-charter.
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Garcia, B., & Malcolm, D., “The Governance of Sport: A Review of the
Role of Arbitration and the CAS in International Sport”,
International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics, 10(3), 2018, pp.
500-515.

2: Barrie Houlihan, "Alternative Models for the Regulation of Global

Sport™, in Lincoln Allison (Ed.), The Global Politics of Sport: The
Role of Global Institutions in Sport, Routledge, 2005, p. 63.
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1: Chappelet & Kubler-Mabbott, Op. cit., p. 8.

2: Chappelet & Kubler-Mabbott, Op. cit., p. 8.

3. Roland Portmann, Legal Personality in International Law,
Cambridge University Press, 2010, pp. 5-6.
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1: William Burnham, Introduction to the Law and Legal System of the
United States, West Academic Publishing, 6th ed., 2016.
o all gl s (Jg¥) siad) (Aaal) a7k B dasagl ¢ gy sged) GBI ae 1a:Y
LA50a YooV oYY dadal) (5alal
3: Kalantarli, N.M., Abiyev, T.G., & Ismayilova, E.A. (2024). Main
Characteristics of the Legal Regulations of International Sports

Federations. Scientific News of Academy of Physical Education and
Sport, 6(2), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.28942/ssj.v6i2.775
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3: Kalantarli et al., op. cit., p. 5.
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6: Chittharanjan Felix Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law

vye Egyptian Journal of International Law Vol. (81), No. (1), June 2025
https://ejil.journals.ekb.eg email: info@egsil.org
ISSN: 1687-2290 (Print)  ISSN: 2974-4512 (Online)



VoY guigd (V) adadl o(AY) el | ¢ (o guldf (19 G pucalf bl |

Al gal) claiiall Ayl gigmnay Ablaia LB 8 Lass Y cagdll 130 oldgal) ¢ Ladlly
dgch b Adgal Jaad) Ao () 8 Jlad) ob Las ((iigian Leaai sl
LB aamal) Al JuSsy ciiad AN i) (g ga
rdalgal) dpdaly ) cilingl) o bag i) o2 (glibad) gaa—)
Algal) A gAY daddl) yulea Gkl s Jsa @A Jobad oty
(10C) Adsal) dpals¥) Adall Lgtantia b (Adgall Aidaly ) cilipgdl o
Al Lpadili JShgs aiali ciligd) 03gh (FIFA) adlll 581 dgal) alas¥l
Aglgal) e gdad) adali ciLBUIS ¢ gad) aoa LY ) o dlad 5,08 gl
Ulaf Al Oy cAdgal) ciladiially Jgall Q] (e poly cilsicly Jaad gl Las

of International Organizations, Cambridge University Press, 2005,
Chapter 3: ""Legal Personality", pp. 66-104.

1: Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, 8th ed., Cambridge University
Press, 2017, pp. 145-149.
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Chittharanjan Felix Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law of

International Organizations, Cambridge University Press, 2005,
Chapter 3: "'Legal Personality", pp. 66-104.
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1: N.M. Kalantarli T.G. Abiyev & E.A. 1Ismayilova, Main
Characteristics of the Legal Regulations ofinternational Sports
Federations, Scientific News of Academy of Physical Education and
Sport, 6(2), 2024, pp. 1-10. Available at:
https://doi.org/10.28942/ssj.v6i2.775

2: Kalantarli, Abiyev & Ismayilova, Main Characteristics of the Legal
Regulations of International Sports Federations, op. cit., pp. 6-8.

3: Chittharanjan Felix Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law
of International Organizations, Cambridge University Press, 2005,
Chapter 3: “Legal Personality”, pp. 66-104. See also: N.M.
Kalantarli, T.G. Abiyev & E.A. ismayilova, “Main Characteristics of
the Legal Regulations of International Sports Federations”, Scientific
News of Academy of Physical Education and Sport, Vol. 6, No. 2,
2024, pp. 1-10 Available at: https://doi.org/10.28942/ssj.v6i2.775
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1: Kalantarli et al., 2024, pp. 3—4 (previously cited).

2: Chittharanjan Felix Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law
of International Organizations, Cambridge University Press, 2005,
Chapter 3: ""Legal Personality", pp. 66-104.

3: Ken Foster, Is There a Global Sports Law?, in Lex Sportiva: What is
Sports Law?, edited by Stephen Weatherill, Springer, 2012, pp. 1-18.
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-90-6704-829-3_2
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1: Ubaidullo Ubaidulloev, "*Sport for Peace: A New Era of International

Cooperation and Peace through Sport," Asia-Pacific Review, vol. 25,
no. 2, 2018, pp. 104-126. DOI: 10.1080/13439006.2018.1548818
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13439006.2018.1548818
International Olympic Committee, Cooperation with the United
Nations, 2018. Available at: https://olympics.com/ioc/cooperation-
with-the-un

3: International Labour Organization (ILO), International Trade Union
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Confederation (ITUC), International Organisation of Employers
(ICE), and Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR), Joint Statement on Mega-Sporting Events
and Human Rights, 2015. Available at
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joint-statement-on-mega-sporting-events-: and-human-rights/
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